A comparison of the carbon dioxide and neodymium: YAG lasers in a canine model of acquired subglottic stenosis.
In a previously defined canine model of subglottic stenosis, two different wavelength lasers--the carbon dioxide (CO2) and the neodymium-yttrium aluminum garnet (Nd:YAG)--were used as the principal surgical therapy, and the results were compared. Two lathyrogenic agents, colchicine and penicillamine, were also used in a subset of each treatment group in order to determine their effect as an adjunct to laser therapy in the treatment of subglottic stenosis. The CO2 laser treatment group showed an overall improvement; the Nd:YAG laser treatment group showed a worsening of subglottic stenosis. The dogs treated with the lathyrogenic agents had no added benefit from the use of these agents.